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TO OUR CHRISTIAN BRETHREN. 


Dear Brethren, 

THE time has been when you 
were few in number, but being 
united and humble, were exalted 
in Israel. At present the number 
who profefs to stand in gospel hib- 
erty exceeds all former calcula- 
tions; reformations have been ve- 
neral in all the societies, churches 
have Increased; and the Lord has 
raised up many who run to and 
fro to publish salvation. 

It affords peculiar satisfaction, 
to learn by an Elder who has trav- 
elled through many of the states, 
that a good degree of union is 
still prevailing. 

If from a view of these things, 
we may form an opinion, it is con- 
clusive evidence that human aid 
is not altogether necessary to pre- 
serve and perpetuate that union 
which exists among you, 

For along series of years you 
have been uniform in your pro- 
fession, to take the great head of 
the church, Jesus, for your law- 
giver, and his word and spirit for 
vour guide. In living agreeably to 
such a profession as this, love, 
unton, peace, long-suffering and eve- 
ry christian grace must,in a greater 
or less degree be manifested, ‘« for 
out of the abundance of the heart 
the mouth speaketh.”? May we 
not say, hold fast that whereunto 


thou hast attained, “let no man 
take thy crown.”’ 
We should do well to consider 
that the power of Anti-christ has 
not yet come to an end, but is 
still endeavoring to counteract the 
operation of the light and spirit of 
truth ; and the seeming affinity this 
delusive spirit bears to the true, 
is a strong reason why a double 
guard should be set against its in- 
sinuations ; its aim Is to introduce 
oppression, divisicn or spiritual 
pride, and to wrest, as much as 
possible the government from 
Christ’s shoulder. ‘This renders 
it eo 7 that every measure we 
take should first undergo a thor- 
ough investigation and be divested 
of every vestige of the man of 
gin.”? 
It is said that **two cannot 
walk together except they be 
agreed,’’ yet we are not to infer 
from this that it 1s necessary that 
ail our speculative opinions should 
in every minute particular be the 
same, to perpetuate that unton 
which is founded on the general 
principles of the gospel. If one 
is our master even Christ, by pare 
taking of his Spirit, by acknowl. 
edging his doctriue and by follow- 
ing his example we are untted to 
one another by an indiseoluble 
bond strouger than death. 
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That there are evils existing in 
which we are more or less affect- 
ed in some way or other, 1s undent- 
able ; but, that we can be eutire- 
ly free from difficulties in this im. 
perfect state is in vain to suppose. 
7 ie of which, is in having others, 

sho for the sake of being thought 
ssieiiandlts 3 from the administra. 
tion of justice, readily espouse the 
cause of reltgious liberty, and thus 
seemingly secure from being dealt 
with by any one, violate and treat 
with contumely the laws of God 
and man ; bat still a steady course 
remains to be pursued, and at- 
though we have no authority to 
assume the power of an ecclesiasti- 
cal hierarchy, to cenounce as her- 
eticks, those who do not think as 
we do, yet we have an undeniable 
right to publisi to the world our 
disavowal of such conduet, and 
set in a true light the proceedings 
of those who would wish to im. 
plicate us in that which 1s contra- 
ry to the pure word and testimony 
of Jesus. 

Religion appears to the best ad- 
vantage when divested of human 
aid ; this the states one after ano 
hex. seem tached to believe, nae 
are convinced that it needs not le- 
gislative interference for its sup- 
port. thus proving that they be- 
lieve what its great founder has as- 
serted that ** his ki.gdoi ‘+s not 
of this world.”” Religion, in its 
purity, makes its own heavenly im- 


pression upon the humble mind, ig 
raises the sou! in grateful acknowl. 
edzements to the author of ourex. 
istence ; and gives a cheering hope 
of immortality. 

To promote the principles of 
wnion and christian forbearance, 
was one of the prominent fea. 
tures in the prospectus of thig 
work and it would rather be 
content ia being the humble vehi. 
cle of information that may serve 
to promote these objects, than 
pursue a different course, however 
bighly esteemed it might be among 
men. 

A knowledge of each other, by 
means of an uninterrupted commu- 


nication, through a periodical ptibs 


lication, by which we are inform. 
ed of the spread of the work of 
Gog, the prosperity of the church- 
es, &c. tend im no inconsiderable 
degree to increase a spirit of love 
union and fellowship for each oth. 
er; and that this means may not 
be ineBaiont for these purposes for 
waut of greater circulation, it is 
hoped that all who feei interested 
wil! be disposed to extend its pat- 
ronage, and also to cast tn their 
mite that the fund of useful infor- 
mation may be increased and many 
have the consolation to think that 
in this work they have not been 
backward in using their endeavors 
to promote the cause of religion 
and godliness. 
Epitor. 


SESS = 


ENTHUSIASM. 


LOOKING over a late paper, 
we were forcibly struck by a re 
port of the success of the Mora- 
Vians in the propagation of the 
Mospel. Many very affecting ia. 


stances of heroism are there re« 
corded, which would appear per- 
feetly incredible to those who 
judge by the common feelings and 
motives by which mankind are 
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NO. ae Christian 
usually stimulated to action. — 
What shall we say for instance to 
an example of such self Cevotion 
to the cause of Christianity, as this: 
two Moravian missionaries who 
contemplated the erection of the 
standard of the Redeemer .on the 
burning sards of -\frica, were giv- 
en to understand, that the trie 
of the natives to whom they pro 


posed to dispense the light of gal- 
‘vation, would endure the residence 
of no white man amongst them .uo- 


less in the character of a slave.— 
He who measures human actions 
and human motives by the ordiva- 


ry standard, would be ied to be- 


Jieve from this formidabie obstacle, 


that the enterprize itself was aban- 
doned. Wo! quite the reverse : 
these two missionaries, with a zeal 
and devotion little short of Apos- 
tolic, embarked in this expedition 
with a firm determination to sell 
them-elves for slaves, if their ob- 
ject could not be accomplished by 
other means. This severe trial by 
the mercy of Divine Providence, 
however, did not await these faith- 
ful servants of the gospel : they 
were received by the natives with 
Open arms, and abundant success 
crowned their labors of love.— 
What is to be said to all this? 
The common cant of the day is, 
that it is to be attributed to enthu- 
siasm and that only. Yes! it is 
enthusiasm; that enthusiasm which 
renders the concerns of this life 
subordinate to a better—that en- 
thusiasm that would dispense life 
and hilarity, and perenniel joy, as 
wide as the world we inhabit— 
that enthusiasm that in the accom- 
plishment of this noble object, sac- 
rifices ease, all the allurements of 
pleasure and granceur, and devotes 
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itself to persecution, te suffering, 
to privations of every kind, to cal- 
umny, more cruel than the sword, 
to dungeons and to death. Ex. 
amples of this kind of self devo- 
uion, are by no means rare amongst 
Christians ; but the 1fide! startled 
by the fact, astonished by such ev- 
idence that he cannot expiain, ac- 
count for or deny, flies to the word 
enthusiasm for shelter; a word 
which in his sense ot the phrase, is 
absolutely a word without any 
meaning whatever. But we will 
now suppose that thas strong prin. 
ciple of enthusiasm, as it 1s courte. 
ously termed had been turned not 
to the salvation, but to the destruc- 
tion of the human race ; that its 
effects were seen in the tears of 
the widow and orphan, in the con- 
flagration of their dwellings, in 
church yards prematurely filled 
with their silent and butchered in- 
habitants. All this is termed the 
warriors pride, and the miilion 
shout with rapture at the approach 
of this eanguinary hero, This 
principle, so destructive in its ap- 
plication, 18 no longer called by the 
name of enthusiasm ; now It chan- 
ges its character, and the word 
glory, is regardec by the infidel as 
more than an equivalent for ail 
these enormities. Let a plan be 
auggested for assuaging thie mises 
ries of cur unhappy race, whatev- 
er hazard may be incurred in the 
attempt is sufficient to dishearten 
any one engaged iu the enterprize ; 
he islaughed to scorn, and denoun- 
ced to the world as an enthusiast. 
If this enthusiasm once turns to 
the destruction of our species—to 
Invent engines of death of more 
speedy and certain execution ; to 
devise any plan to hasten the ap- 
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proach of the | king y oi terrors, and 
he is hailed at once us a public 
character. The Christian howev- 
er, looks with other eyes on the 
world which he considers only as 
his place of temporary residence ; 
anxious only to obtain the applause 
of his Maker, he devotes his life to 
his service, wnawed by the frowns, 
unseduced by the smiles of the 
world—he casts his eyes towards 
the starry firmament, and awaits 
the arrival of the hour, when his 
existence shal! surpass in duration 
those glittering spheres. Death 
omes at last, not robed in dark 
ess anc in tempest—he appears 
) aoge!l of light—bright with ce. 
estial beauty, he stands beside ihe 
couch of tne Christiana, and whis. 
pers in his ear these consoling tid 
ingia** Well done thoa good and 
faithful servant, enter thou into 
La ae, ee 
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sunling countenance, requesting 
the people to compos é eaigenie 
and hear a few wotus taat he hed 
to say.’? 

[After some 


preliminaiy i- 
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marks he proceeded as follows: :] 
‘s Now for my own case, I bless 
the Lord, that for all that hath 
been said of me, my conscience 
doth not condemn me ; I do not 
say I am free from sin, but I am 
at peace with God through a slain 
Mediator: And I believe aes 
there is no salvation but only i: 
Christ: And I abhor that pape 
stitious way of worshiping angele 
and saiots contrary to the word of 
(Sod: As also, I abhor the lean. 
ing to self righteousness, and po~ 
pish penances. I bless the Lord, 
that these thirty years and more, 
I have been at peace with God, 
avid have never been shaken loose 
of it;and now Lam assure of my in- 
terest in Christ, and peace with 
God, as ail within this Bible, and 
the Spirit of God can make me; 
and lam no more terrified at death, 


ef 8 
mor afraid «fF ' My 


enwsn wnecssre We aCe DECANSS OF FIT 
than 11 i never had sin; for all my 
sins are freely pardoned, and wash. 
ed thoroughiy away through the 
blood of Jesus Christ: Andi am 
fully persuaded, that this i his 
wav for which ] suffer, aud that he 
will return gloriously to Scotland, 
but it will be terrifying to many ; 
therefore { entreat you, be wet 
discouraged at the way of Christ, 
and the cause for which Iam to 
‘ay dewn my life, and step into 
erernity, where my soul shall be as 
full of him as it cai desire to be. 
Aud now, this is the sweetest and 
most glorious day that ever my 
eyes did see. Now, Lentreat you, 
study to know and believe the 
roe Sgt which are the truths of 
God ; these I have preached, and 
da firmly believe them. QO! pre- 
pare for "judgments, for they shall 
esore andsudden. Enemies are 
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now enraged against the way and 
people of God, but e’re long they 
shall be enraged one against anoth. 
er, to their own confusion,”’ 

‘© As he set his foot on the lad- 
der, he said, The Lord knows I go 
up this ladder with less fear and 
perturbation of mind, than ever I 
evotered the pulpit to preach. And 
when he was up, he sat himself 
down and said, now I am near to 
the getting of my crown, which 
shall be sure, fur I bless the Lord, 
and desire all.of-you to bless him, 
that he hath brought me here, 
and makes me triumph over devils, 
and men, and sin ; they shall wound 
me nomore I forgive all men 
the wronys they have done ‘to me, 
and pray the Lord may forgive all 
the wrongs dove against him = I 
pray that sufferers may be ‘kept 
from sin, aud he'ped to know their 
duty Then after having prayed a 
little within himself, he lifted up 
the napkin and said, Farewell all 
relations and friends in Christ H 
farewell acquaintances. and all 
earthly enjoyments ; farewell read- 
ing and preaching, praying and 
believing. wanderings. teproach- 
es aud sufferings. We'come joy 
uispeakable and full of glory.— 
Welcome, Father, Son, and ‘Holy 
Ghost, into thy hands I commit 
my spirit. Then he prayed a lit. 
tle, and the executioner turned him 
over praying.” 

‘THE COMET. 

“Thus saith the Lord—be not 

Mis mavyed at the signs of heaven ; for 


the heathen are dismayed at them.” 
=— Jer x. 2 


THERE is in the -minds of 
some persons an unhappy proren- 
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sity to superstition. Perhaps in 
their childhood, their parents, or 
others with whom they associated, 
might have imprudently related to 
them some visionary tales of ghosts; 
and the unfortunate children might 
have been at the time so strongly 
impressed, that the lapse of twenty 
or thirty years has not wholly ef. 
faced the impression. That truly 
religious people should indulge 
this propensity, is a great weakness 
and a cenduct which deserves re- 
prehension. ‘The Comet which 
has appeared in the heavens of jate, 
has excited the superstitious ap- 
prehensions of some, as portending 
the calamities of war, or the des- 
solations.ef pestilence ‘Tne scrip- 
tures, however, discountenance 
such vain imayinations, and repre- 
sent the fears which may -be excit- 
ed by uncommon appearances in 
the heavens, as heathenish and 
vain. In the chapter from which 
the above passage is taken, the Is- 
raelites are directed to turn off 
their attention from idols, and from 
the fear of those things which dis. 
mzy ‘the heathen. and to direct 
their attention to the true and liv. 
ing God, “* who made the earth by 
his power, who established the 
world by his wisdom, and who 
stretched cut the heavens ‘by bis diss 
cretion.”?” This sentitnent is In-ac. 
cordance with that expressed by 
our Saviour; ‘* Fear not them 
that kill the body, .aud atter that 
have no more that they can do. 
But T will forewarn you whom 
you shall fear: Fear ‘him who is 
able to destrov hoth souland body 
an hell ” Wyiist the ecriptures 
uniformly discountenance every 
kind of superstitien, they positive. 
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wise and powerful Governor of all 
things, as the object of confidence 
in circu nstances the most painful; 
and tothe atonemeat and media- 
aiion of his Son, as the only way 
in wnich the pardoe of sin can be 
obtatued. Let the injunction by 
the propiet, there He, be obeyed, 
that we ** be not dismayed at the 
sivas of heaven ; but ‘let us saneti- 
fy the Lord God in our hearts ; 
ard ‘et him be our fear ;’’ and 
whilst to his enemies he may be a 
rock of «offence. he shall be a sanc- 
tuary from every calamity to all his 
friends. — Christian Watchman. 
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A LETTER 
Written by Miss Dorcas Valpey é 
Salem, (who died April 19, 1819; 
age i3 years and % months, ) fod 
friend in sindvver. 
March ] 5, ] S j 9. 
Dear Friend, 

1 TAKE my pen, to write you 
one more letter, which IT suppose 
will be the last one that ever I 
shail write. My journey here is 
short ; L have soon pot to sail 
through the gates of death where 
you must shortly fiillow me O 
Martha! have you the fear of 
death, should u come ? or has God 
taken it away ? Li pot, you must 
pray to him that he may. 

This world is a vapour—you 
mizht be suddenly taken sick ;— 
on your death bed perhaps dea h 
would lock like a terror to you 
The Lord has taken the fear of 
death from me I ~~ willing to 
go when the Lo:d shall see br— 
Abont a week stce, | a he | 
cou'd hardiv fie! wily to tive 
through the month oi March 3 but 
now i feel willug to live or die, 
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as the Lord shall see fit. My 
sou! says, O Lord, tu kingdom 
come, thy will be done in me as 
thou seest tit. I feel willing to 
leave father a: d mother, uncle and 
aunt, brother and sisters, to go 
hence ©O Martha, do not have 
so much of the vanities of thig 


world.;—what will they all look 


to you like, when ona death bed ; 
dressing. up these bodies, which 
are made of dust, and must retura 
to dust again. Yon must give my 
love to all my friends ;—you must 
excuse me for the liberty i have 
taken In writing.; but it 1s a great 
charce if ever L'see you again. =I 
shall soon be gone to be seen by 
Ke no more on earth. 

Murch 16th No longer than 
two years sicce, I had no thought 
of boing called to leave the wor'd 
so soon. But the great Jetovah 
has called upon me! O Martha, I 
icel a new love to all the christian 
friends which I never felt before, 
and a new love to my blessed Lord 
and Master. I wich I loved him 
more aud more. My health fails 
me very fast and I am willing it 
should. A young girl cailed to 
see me a few days since, who en. 
joyed her liberty in the wide wor'd, 
After she was gone, 1 chought 
that I was placed in a_ happier 
piace than she; and I suppose 
that she thought her station was 
better than ming. But if death 
shovld come to her, she would 
kave that awful fear. © Martha, 
] have %e best seasons in medi. 
ting alone, But once I should 
have thought that it could not have 
been 60. This morning before I 
was up, I thought I could sav I 
had a good time alone. 1 don’t 


kuow as you would Lave called at 
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a good season, unless you felt the 
game. I wept but it was sweet 
tomy soul. Once I should have 
thought it could not have been.—~ 
1 was thinking how much Christ 
suff red to save a worm like me— 
thi king what my sufferings were 
to his ;—they are nothing ; to, 
nothing, compared with his : he 
was wailed to the cross,:and willing 
to bear it all for. us. O Martha, 
do try to feel willing to die. We 
have spent a great many unproffic. 
able hours together, for the which 
IT hope the Lord will forgive us, 
You will think of me when I am 
gone hence to be seen no more ;-— 
when my voice 1s closed, to be 
heard no more. As ynu are now, 
so once was I; as I shall be then, 
soon you must be: Prepare tor 
death and follow me. 

I should like to have you write 
to me your mind concerning death. 
I must bid you fareweil——peihaps 
forever. 


ANECDOTE OF THE LATE MR. 
JAMES HERVEY. 

BEING one day on a journey, 
a lady, who happened to be in the 
8ime camaye with him, was *xpa- 
tating in a very particular manner, 
on che amusement of the stage ; as 
beiny in her esteem, superior to 
ay other pleasures. Among oth- 
er ‘hings she said— There was the 
Pieasure of thinking on the play. 
bk fore she went > the pleasure she 
enjoyed when there ; and the plea- 
gure of ruminating upon it when 
over Mr. Hervey, (who sat and 
heard ber discourse without inter- 
rupuug ber) when she had con. 
cluded, said to her in a mid man- 
ner, that there was one p'casure 
Murc, besides what she had 
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mentioned, which she had forgot ; 
What can that be ? said stie, for 
sure I have iucluded every plea- 
sure when I have considered the 
enjoyments beforehand—at the 
time—and frerwerds. Pray, Sir, 
what is it?) LTowhich Mr Her. 
vey with a grave look, ard ina 
manner pecultar to himself, answefe 
ed, * Madam, the pleasure that it 
will give you on your death hed.’? 
A clap of thunder, or a flish of 
liyhtoing could not have struck 
her with more surprise ; the struke 
went to her very heart, and she 
had not one word more to sav ¢ 
but seemed quite occupied in thi ke 
gx upon it In short the conse- 
quevce of that well timed word 
Wa, that she never went any more 
tothe play boue but became a 
pious woman, and a follower of 
those pleasuree which would effurd 
her true sati-factinn on ber deaths 
bed. May all who read this ace 
cornt, aud are lovers of the Staley, 
Cousider sertously, the pleasure the 
time so spent will pive th m on 
their death bed ; and if they jedye 
i will afford them consolation at 
that hour, let them go on im such 
empluy of their time ; but if not, 
may they seek for pleasure in the 
knowledge of Jesus Christ and him 
crucified ; whom to ksow as hfe 
eternal, 





AFFLICTION NO MAKK OF DIVINE 


DISPLEASURE, 

While affliction prepares us for fe~ 
hicity, we may console ourse: ves une 
der its pressures, by remembering. that 
they are no particular marks of divi € 
disp casure, since all the di-tresses of 
persecution have been suffcred by 
th se “of whom the world was not 
worthy ;° and the Redeemer of mane 
kind himse!f was “(a man of soicuws 
and acquaintea with giici.” 
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JOHN JANEWAY. 


IF ever-mortal lived the life of an 
angel upon earth, Janeway seems to 
have been the man. How far do the 
enjoyments even of lively christians 
fz 1) short of those lengths,and breadths 
and heights .and depths, of the love 
of Chris,, witb which he was favored 7 
To evince this I will present to ihe 
reader a short sketch of his dying 
Scene; and yet, by the grace of God, 
and a diligeut use of the divinely ap- 
pointed mens, this or something like 
this, might be the attainment of all. 

He wis born in the year 1633, at 
Tvlily, in Hertfordshire. At about 
twelve years old, he had made a con- 
siderable proficiency in mathematics, 
astronomy and other parts of useful 
literature. At seventeen‘he was ad- 
mitted to King’s College in Cam- 
bridge. At eighteen it pleased God 
toenlighten his understanding, and 
to give him the knowledge and ex- 
pertence of evangelical truth. Bax- 
ter’s Saint’s Everlasting Rest became 
his favorite book. This he read, 
studied, imitated. Now he knew 
that astronomy with which he was so 
delighted, surved but a danghill in 
Comparison of that system. of things 
which the religion ef Jesus contem- 
plates. Stars are but clods, when 
compared with that glory which lies 
beyond the reach of the highest hu- 
man coriemplation. He was now, 
therefore, wholly occupied with di- 
vine contemplations, and tasted so 
much sweetness ia the*knowledge of 
Christ, that it was discernable in his 
very appearance, ond he counted ev- 
ery thing but dross.and dung, in com. 
parison of the -knowledge of Christ 
ard him crucified 

At the age of twenty he w2s admit- 

“ed a fellow of his coilege. Siul, 


however, he went on with religious 
contemplations, and became go migh- 
ty in praver, and ether sacred exer. 
cises, that he forgot the weakness of 
his body, and injured his heahh. He 
studied much, pry d much, and Ja. 
boved much in every way he could 
conirive to be of tse to mankind, and 
promote the honor ofthe Divine Being, 
Sickness coming en, he was ever 
permitied to preach but twice. His 
disorder, which was of the consump. 
tive kind, increased rapidly upon him, 
but yet wih some intervals of relief, 
During the greatest part of his sick. 
ness. however, he was so filled with 
love, and peace and joy, that human 
language sinks under What he saw and 
felt. During the greatest part of his 
illness, he taiked as if he had been in 
the third heavens; bre«king out eve- 
ry now and then into extacies of joy 
and praise. Not a word dropped 
from his mouth but it breathed of 
Christ and heaven. He talked as if 
he had been with Jesus, and came 
from the immediate presence of God. 
At one time he said— Stand and 
wonder; come Jook upon a dying 
man and wonder. Was there ever 
greater kindness? Were there ever 
more sensible manifestations of rich 
grace? Why me, Lord, why me? 
Sure this is akin to heaven, And ifZ 
were never to enjoy more than this, it 
were well worth all the torments men 
and devils could invent. If this be 
dying, dying is sweet. Let no chris- 
tian ever be afraid of dying. Death 
is sweet to me! This ‘bed is soft. 
Christ’s arms, his smiles, ane Visits, 
sure they wouid turn hellinto heaven ! 
Oh! that you did but see and feel 
what Ido! Corde, and behold a dying 
man, more cheerful than ever ) ou Law 


mete 
Se cemiamena oc 





gente. 
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any healthful man in the midst of his mount Sion with an innumerable com- 


sweetest cnjoyments. Worldly plea- 
sures are pitiful, poor, sorry things, 
compared with one glimpse of his 
glory which shines so strongly into 
my soul. Why should any of you be 
sosad when I am so glad! This is 
the hour that I have waited for.” 

About forty-eight hours before his 
dissolution he said again :— 

*‘ Praise is now my work, and J shall 
be engaged in that sweet employment 
forever. Come, Jet us lift up our 
voice in praise, I have nothing else 
todo, Ihave done with prayer, and 
all other ordinances. [ have almost 
done conversing with mortals. I shail 
presently be beholding Christ hitnself, 
that died for me, and loved me, and 
Washed me in his bleod. & shallin a 
few hours be in eternity, singing the 
song ef Moses and the song of the 
Lamb, I shall presently stand upon 


pany of angels, and the spirits of just 
men made perfect, and Jesus the me- 
diator of the new covenant. I shall 
hear the voice of much people, and be 
one among them who say—Hiallelu- 
jah! salvation, glory and honor, and 
power unto the Lord our God! And 
again we say, Hailelujah! Methinks f 
stand as it were one foot in heaven, 
and the other on earth. Methinks f 
hear the melody of heaven, and by 
faith I see the angels waiting to car- 
ry my soul to the bosom of Jesus, 
and I shatl be forever with the Lord 
Ip glory. And who can choose but 
rejoice in all this ?”? 

fn such a rapturous strain as this he 
continued, full of praise, full of admi- 
ration, full of joy, till at length, with 
abundance of fuith and fervency, he 
cried aloud: “ Amen! Amen!’ and 
soon after expired. 


ILLUSTRATIONS OF SCRIPTURE. 
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Lllustrations of passages in the New Testament, which refer to climates 
places, offices. sentiments, manners, and customs, among the Jews, in the 


time of cur Saviour. 


Continued from page 176. Vol. «. 
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Matthew iii. 7. Many of 
the Pharisees and Sadducees came 
to his baptism.”’ 
_ Tuere is so frequent reference 
in the New Testament to these 
two great sects among the Jews, 
that the peculiarities of sentiment 
and of character in each should be 
well understood, to discern the 
propriety, and to feel the force of 
many allusions to, and of many di- 
rect expressions concerning them. 
We will endeavor to convey as 
clear, and as full a general knowl. 
edge of them, as we can within the 


limits which must be aesigned t® 
this article. 

‘The name Pharisee was derived 
from a Hebrew word which signi- 
fied separated, or set apart. The 
origin of the sect, and the 
time of its commencement, are 
alikevobscure ; but it was probably 
formed between two and three 
hundred years before the christian 
aera, and gradually grew out of 
the pride and the bypocrivy of the 
expounders of the ¢raditicnary law. 
The Pharisees were distinguished, 
1, by their frequent washings, 
which they made a religious duty ; 
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and the omission of which they ac- 
counted a capital crime. Ifa phar. 
isee could obtain only water enough 
to wash his hands, he would die 
with thirst, rather than drink it. 
2. They made prayers in public 
places, at the corners of the streets, 
to attract the esteem and venera- 
tion of the people. 3, They 
thought themselves to be detiled, 
if they touched, or conversed with 
sinners. 4 hey fasted often ; 
bur particularly on Mondays and 
Thursdays, because Moses, they 


‘say went up into the mount on 


Thursday, and returned on Mon- 
day. 5 They were scrupulously 


exact in payment of their tythes, 


and even exceeded the requisitions 
of the law. 6. In the observance 
of the Sabbath they were so rig- 
rous, as tc forbid avy one, on 
that day to eat ears of corn, or ev- 
en to heal the sick. 7, They wore 


broader phylacteries, {pieces of 


parchment, on which were written 
passages from Exodus and Deuter- 
onomy, which were bound to their 
foreheads and arms ;) and larger 
fringes to their garments, than the 
rest of the Jews. 8, They believ- 
ed, that when Moses was with 
God in the mount he received 
with the written law, another 
which was traditionary, containing 
the sense and explication of the 
other ,—-that Moses repeated this 
law, first to Aaron and to his sons; 
and again at his death to Joshua, 
who delivered it to the elders ; and 
they to the prophets, and the 
prophets to the wise men of the 
great synagogue. These tradi- 


tions, than which nothing could be 
more trifling in some cases, and 
more absurd in others, they pre- 
_ ferred, to their written law. 9. 
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They believed in predestination, 
which however, they endeavored to 
reconcile with the freedom of hu. 
man actions ; and received the 
doctrine of the existence of angels, 
and of separate human spirits ; of 
the resurrection, and a future state 
of rewards and punishments, But 
they were crafty and insinuating ; 
lusclent and inplacable ; disdain. 
ing and trampung upon all but 
their own party ; insupportable in 
their pride, and insatiable in their 
avarice. Our Lord accused them 
of perversions of the Musaic law, 
which they made ‘ of none effect 
by their traditions ,’’ of pride, av- 
arice, cruelty and hvpocrisy.—. 
Some, without doubt, of so large a 
number, were exceptions from 
these censures. Such we may be- 
lieve, were Nicodemus, and Ga. 
maliel. Dut dreadfu'ly corrupt 


and abandoned must the sect have 


become, to have occasioned such 
language as was uttered against 
them, by our meek, and gentle, 
and benevolent Redeemer. 

We learn from Josephus, how 
great was the popularity and the 
power of this sect, about eiglity 
years before the appearance of eur 
Lord. When king Alexander 
Janneus lay upon his death bed, 
and his wife Alexandra was much 
affected by the condition in which 
she and her children would be left, 
on account of the hatred which 
she knew thatthe pharisees bore 
to her husband and family, head- 
vised cher by ell means to ca- 
ress them, as the only means 
of securing the affection of the 
mass of the nation; for there were 
no such friends where shey lowed; 
and no such enemies where they hated; 
and whether they spake true of 
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false. good or evil of any one, they 
would be alike believed by the 
common peopie. He therefore 
enjoined it upon Ler,after bis death, 
to commit his body to their dispo- 
sal; at the same time to assure 


“them, that she would ever submit 


herself to their authority and direc- 
tion. She obeyed him; and not 
only was his funeral mare sumptu- 
ous than that of any of his prede- 
cessors, but she was firmly estab. 
lished in the supreme government 
of the nation.”’ 

The Sadduces derive their nate 
from Sadoc, the founder of their 
sect. He was a disciple and the 
successor of Antigonus Socizus, 
who had formed a sect, distinguish. 
ed by the professed purity and dis. 
interestedness of their worship.—— 
*“ Be not like shaves,’’ said he to 
his pupils ; nor obey your master 
only for the sake of a reward — 
But serve him without a hope of 
reaping the fruit of your labors.’” 
Unable to reach this elevation of 
virtue, ard unwilling to desert his 
master, Sadoc adopted his princi- 
ples, but inferred from them that 
there was no future state. Sadoc, 
itis said, lived about 260 years 
before our Lord. 

That the Sadducees disbelicved 


the existence of angels and of spirits - 


appears from the aceount which is 
given of them in the New Testa- 
ment. They likewise denied all 
diviue decrees ; and asserted, that 
** man was absolutely master of 
his own actions. with a full freedom 
to do either good or evil, as he 
thought preper; that God did 
not fluence him in doing either ; 
and that his prosperity and adver. 
sity, being placed within his own 
power, are respectively the effect 


of his own wisdom or folly. ‘They 
certainly received the five bouk: of 
Moses ; but how they explained 
the passages, in wi.ich is related 
the apparition of argels, is not 
known. ‘They assisted in the tem- 
pie, and at all religious assemblies, 
where the books ofthe prophets 
were read more than any others. 
they also expected the Messiah, as 
well as the rest of the Jews, or they 
would not have gone out to reccive 
the baptism of John ; and must 
therefore, we should think, have 
received the books which foreteid 
his coming. ‘Their great distinc- 
tion from the Pharisees in this re- 
spect was, that they utterly reject- 
ed all traditions 3; and maintained 
that there was no law, but that 
which was written. Nor is it cred- 
ible that they should have been 
advanced to the highest offices in 
the state, and even to the high. 
priesthooc, and if they had reject- 
ed the greatest part of the Jewish 
scriptures, 

The Sadduces were few in num- 
ber compared with the Pharisees, 
Caiphas, the high priest, by whom 
our Lord was condemned, was of 
this sect. Wedo not find in the 
gospels, that one Sadducee believ- 
ed in Christ. — 

The people very generally receiv- 
ed the tenets and observed the tra- 
ditions of the Pharisees ; but they 
were rather an appendage, than a 
part of the sect. The title of 
pharisee seems to have been almost 
exclusively appropriated to mer 
of leisure and of fortune. Some. 
times we find them united with the 
Sadduces in the same design 
against Christ. At other times 
they attacked him separately, and 
endeavored to ensnare him with 
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questions, which grew out of their 
peculiar and distinguishing sentt- 
ments But there was aremarka- 
ble differeuce in the conduct of 
our Lord towards these two great 

arties. Of the Sadducees he said 
only, that they erred net knowing 
the scriptures, nor the power cf Gods 
but the Pharisees he treated with 
the utmost severity, heaping upon 
them the most dreadful denuncia- 
tions for their Aypocrisy. In ac- 
counting for this different treat- 
ment of our Saviour, it is remarked 
1. That the Sadduces were exact 
observers of the law ; whereas the 
Pharisees adulterated it by their 
traditions, adding to it the most 
impious sentiments, which they 
concealed under a specious pretence 
of religion. 2. That there is this 
difference between error and vice ; 
the first 1s only ia the understand- 
ing, and often involuntary ; where- 
as the last is in the will, aud pro- 
ceeds from a corrupt state of the 
heart. 3. Of all vices, none are 


VOL. 11, 


of a more pernicious consequence, 
ner with more difficulty eradicated, 
than were those of the pharisees, 
spiritual pride, and hypocrisy. What 
a lesson, wiiat a warning does this 
peculiarity in the conduct of our 
Lord, preach to all who call them. 
selves his disciples ! Let him who 
would denounce his brother, be. 
cause he sees in his eye the mote 
of e:ror, first ascertain, whether 
the beam of spiritual pride be not 
in hisown; and as he would es. 
cape the woes which are pronounc- 
ed upon Ayfocrites, remember 
always, that, as God cannot be de- 
ceived, so he wi!l not be mocked. 

Some curious extracts from the 
Talmuds concerning these sects 
may be seen in Lightfoot upon the 
verse. See also Lewis’ Orig. Heb. 
ver. land 2. pp. 224 and 241. 
Jennings’ Jewish Antig. v. J. p. 
337, and 455. Lardner, v. I. p. 
118. L’Enfant and Beausobre, 
185--190. Calmet’s Antiq. B. 
8 Diss. 13. Sect. 2. 
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GENERAL MEETING 
ACCORDING to appoint- 


ment, assembled on the 5th inst. 
at 10 o’clock, A. M. at the Chris- 
tian Meeting House, in Galway, 
N. Y. a large number of brethren 
and friends from that and the ad- 
jacent towns, for a general meeting. 
The following Elders, and a num- 
ber of unordained preachers attend- 
ed, viz. William Cummings, Ben- 
jamin Putman, John Ross, David 
Millard and Jabez King. After 
singing and prayer B. Putman de- 
livered a comforting and instructing 


IN GALWAY, N. Y. 


discourse from Acts xxvii. 15 
“* And from thence when the brethren 
heard of us, they came to meet us as 
far as Appiforum and the three tav- 
erns 3 whom when Paul saw, he 
thanked God and tovk courage.”—— 
He Ist. described the brotherhood 
and near relation the saints stand 
in to each other, and shewed how 
this relationship was formed, viz. 
by being born again. @d. He 
spake of the encovragment to be 
derived trom meeting with brethren 


and the help they may afford one 
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another by standing i in their seve- 
rai lots, and acting in the way 
of their duty. His disconrse was 
applicable, and calculated to en- 
courage the saints in this region, 
After a short intermission of three 
quarters of an hour, met again, 
when after prayer for divine assie- 
tance, D. Millard, preached from 
Psalms Ixxxix. 15,16. %* Blessed 
are the people that know the joyful 
sounc, they shall walk O Lord, in 
the light of thy countenance. In thy 
name shall the y rejoice all ihe diy 
and in thy r ighte eousness shall they be 
exalted®® He noticed, Ist. The 
sound. 2d. The peopie who know 
it, and the difference between hear- 
ing and knowing. Sd. Their 
walking ia the light, end rejoicing 
all the day, and noticed that there 
was no necessity of being in dark- 
ness, 4th. The righteousness in 
which the righteous will be exalt. 
ed, and the exalted state they will 
enjoy. After this several exhorta- 
tious were given, and songs of 
praise and prayer closed the hea- 
venly opportunity, for the day. 
Many thanked God and took 
courage. On the first day of the 
week, assembled at 9 o’clock i 
the morning, not more than one 
third of the people could get into 
the house ; seats afd shades were 
made on the grass, where the peo- 
ple sat down. After spiritual songs 
and prayers John Spore spoke from 
Matt. xxiv. 44. 7 werefore, be ye ale 
éo ready, for in such an hour as ye 
think not of the son of man cometh,” 
He noticed Ist. The unreadiness 
of men by nature, 2d. Enjoined 
on the assembly the neces ces of 
being ready for death and the 
judgment. | Several appropriate 
Observations were also made on the 
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subject by Ira Marshall. A weighty 
exhortation was then delivered by 
D. Millard, which no doubt will 
be long remembered by many.— 
After an intermission of 45 min- 
utes, songs ar id prayers were offer 
ed in praise to God. A sermon 
was then preached by Wm. Cum. 
mings, from Romans vill. 8. He 
Ist. reckoned up the sufferings of 
the present time. 2d. Spoke of 
the gery which shall be revealed 
inus. 3d. Noticed the sufferings 
asnot worthy acomparison. Bro. 
ther Putnam, next addressed the 
assembly, as a dying man to dy- 
ing men, not knowing that he 
should see them Sige from Heb. 
xi. 24, 25, 26. He Ist. Noticed 
Faith, in 4 particulars; *. The 
object of faith, Christ. 2, The 
hearing. 3. The act of believing, 
with: divine assistance. 4. The 
salvation all those receive, who 
shew their faith by their works. 
2d. He spake of God’s people 
and their afflictions. 3d. The 
choice that Moses made, to sufier 
with them, and that the Lord had 
done nothing to prevent ali from 
making the same choice. 4. No- 
ticed that we were not confined to 
act on the principle cf disinter- 
ested benevolence, to please the 
Father, but that we may have re. 
spect unto the recompence of the vee 
qward. sAtter several exhortatis 
were pive n, J. Ross added his amen 
to what had been delivered, and 
prayed for a divine b'¢ssing to at 
tend it. At the close J. L. Pea- 
vey, arrived, aud appointed a meet 
ing at 6 o’clack in the evening, at 
the meeting-house. Quite a oem. 
ber attended, after singing and 
prayer, brother Peavey, spoke 
trom) 2 Cor. iv. & He noticed 
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Ast. Christ Jesus the Lord. 2d. 
Ourselves your servants for Jesus 
sake. ‘This discourse was like a 
refreshing shower upon the tender 
plants. 

The next morning the Elders, 
Deacons and many other brethren, 
met at 8 o’clock, to confer on 
the things of the kingdom. Elder 


' Frederick Cogswell, from the 


east, met with us. After singing 
and prayer, the first thing taken 
into consideration was the public 
improvement of brother Nathan 
Mills, and after a thprough invest- 
igation of the subject. came to 
this conclusion, that we do not 
consider him qualified to preach 
the gosgel, nor to appoint meet- 
ings. 2d. Received the request of 
the brethren in Hartwick. that 
brother Ira Marshal], should be or- 
dained ; and when he had related 
his experience we complied with 
their request, and chose certain 
brethren to go there and set him 
apart. 3d. Agreed to meet in 
Charleston, on Tuesday the 22d 
Inst. agrecably to the request of 
the brethren there, fcr the pur- 
pose of setting apart brother J. 
Spore, to the work of the minis- 
try, he having given good evidence 
of being called of God to this 
work. 4th. Agreed, that Dea. 
J. Capron, be and he is hereby re- 
commended by this conference, as 
a minister of the New Testament. 
5th. Agreed that brother Richard 
Rider, be also, thus recommended. 

Brother Maxen Moshen, is gone 
to the east, by the acquaintance ma- 
ny of us have with him, we com- 
mend him as a fellow laboror with 
us isthe gospel. We wish all the 
public gifts to be recommended by 
Akase who know them, that it may 
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clear their way among  stran. 
gers and prevent imposition. Ma 
the Lord increase faithful labor. 
ers, hedge up the way of biind 
guides, and spread a free gospel, 
In behalf of the conference, 
Janez Kine. 
JacoB Capron, 
June 14th, 1819. 


‘A WORD TO THE wise.’ 
ON CHURCH GOVERNMENT. 


I Finp there has been much dis. 
pute in centuries past in the chris 
tian world, relative to eclesiastical 
government ; this subject has also 
caused much agitation in this part 
of the country* of late, which is 
the occasion of these few remarks, 
The most essential question 1s, 
where is the power of povernmert 
found? A wrorg view of this sub- 
ject lays a foundation for a scism in 
the body. This subject has been 
Cecided in four ways, all of which 
I am led to dissent from in some 
respects. Ist. The idea of submit- 
ting the pcewer of government to 
the ctvil authority ; this does not 
suit me as [ am not fond of Jaw- 
religion neither do I think human 
wi:dom sufficient for this impor. 
tant work; a good civil gover. 
ment will defend our rights, and 
protect our persons, bunt never 
ought to enforce our laws (as 4 
church) or dictate our consciences. 
2d. Though the new dispensation 
establishes a kingly government, 
yet as the government is on 
** Christ’s shoulder” I cannot con- 
sent, that the power should be giv- 
en to any other; a Diotrephes was 


sharply rebuked by a faithful Paul, 


a 


* New- York. 
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for loving the pre- -eminence. John iii. 
. &1 idea is, that the gov. 
ernment is found in a council of 
Elders, exclusive of churcies.—- 
And the 4th system ts, that it. is 
fouod in churches independent of 
its ministers ; but neither of these 
do I consider correct, considering 
them two parties, but, cons:dering 
them one we find them authorised 
with the power-of government, but 
not to make laws. . fhe govern. 
ent is on ¢  hrist’s shoulder,’? 
who is our bead and fawsiver ; whe 
we dre to ‘hear in all things.’? 
his we in submitting to his Laws, 
have a government amorg us, and 
eacli one is to be esteemed for 
their works sake. This subject is 
beautifully illustrated in the con. 
sultation at Jerusalem, on a very 
important occasion. This ceun- 
ci! was composed of apostles, elders 
and brethren. The apostles iabor- 
ed in ‘* word and doctrine,’’ aud 
a chs caveat the “anrehen Tea. 
ally. The elders were faitdiful 
sai called to ** rule well,’ such 
as Paul ordained in every church. 
Acts iv. 23.3 and such as the 
Holy Ghost had made overseers of 
particular flocks or churches. Acts 
xx. 28. 3 also the whole church at 
Jerusalem were active in this case. 
Acts i. 15,22, © Then it eee 
ed the apisties and e’ders with the 
wh le church to send chosen men of 
their own compeay”’. 23d v. The 
apistles, elders and brethren, send 
greetuig, &c.”’ 

Here is a beautiful example for 
Modern christians, as the wise 
mun says, **In the muititude of 
council there is safety.”? When I, 
see preachers acting without the 
consent of their brethren. I con- 
clude that e’er long, experience will 


i? 


teach them a wise Jessen ; and 
when I see achiurch wise above in- 
struction, I conclude that ** pride 
goeth before destruction, and a 
Laughty spirit before a fall.”— 
‘6 Where no council is, the people ge 
astray.’—A word to the wise 1s 
sufficient. May the Lord give 
the reader understanding, and 
make these few hints a blessing. 
APOLLOS, 


Listlract of a letter from Elder 
Philetus “Glass, t to the editor, dated, 
Vernon, Oneida Co. N. Y. June 
17, 1819. 

HAVING read your Christian 
Herald, I am particularly pleased 
both with its title and with the 
spirit of liberality which is breathed 
through its numbers. [The fol- 
lowing queties are abstracted from 
suggestions in this letter. ] 

Query. Is not the reciprocal 
soit of lave and forbearance, 
which it isthe duty of christians 
to exercise towards one another, 
established upon this foundation, 
to wit, the acknowledging Christ, 
as head of the Church,—the liber- 
ty and equality of brethren,—-and 
the in dependency of Churches ? 

Q. 2. Although there may be 
errors in judgment, in a church or 
churches, are we bound to consid- 
der them antichristtan ? 

QO. 3. Has uot Christ, the great 
Lawgiver, made laws sufficient for 
tre government of his church ? 

. 4. Has any particular num. 
ber of brethren or churches assem. 
bled in conference, the power of 
a legislative convention, if so, from 
whence did they derive this power? 

Q 5. Ifthis body shou.d enact 
a law that ail the churches shauld 
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be represented in an annual estab. 
: 2 
lished couference, and it should 


slot meet the views of some of the 
churches who might think it tend. 
ing to titroduce a system of bon- 
dage, and conscleutiously reiuse to 


‘be represented 3 are they not as 


completely cut off from the con- 
nexion as if a law was issued to 
that effect ? 

A certain brother, Josepn Jones, 
and myself, were the first that 
came out and espoused the cause 
of gospel freedom, liberty and 
equality, in the state of New-York; 
we did not then know of another 
person on earth, that had such 
views as we had, but the Lord 
toon gave us eight or ten of the 
same churchto gownhus. Irom 
this it has spread and there has 
many able ministers of the New- 
"Testament come from the east and 
the Lord has raised up many from 
noe co hhenthean that ihe sam 


amet. RPUB Bt ww wwe weg Horm = _ 
ber of disciples and freeborn sons 
and daughters of liberty, are nox 
very numerous in this state, and 
are caily increasing, but aS s00N a3 
we set up any principles or tenets 
as a test of christian union com- 
munion or fellowship, we assume 
the same ground that we have pro- 
fessed to leave, and put on the 
fame yoke of bondage: but we 
must bs ave no other test of christian 
»thanchnistianity. This 
will go uns ee and stand against 
all opposition, and nothing ewe 
will. 

The good work of Me Lord is 
spreading to the west. 1 have 
lately returned hho Ohio and 


felluwsliit 


Pensylvania, and found revivals in. 


several places and a glorious work 
in Salem, Achtibula county Ohio, 


where Elders John Cheney and 
John Blodget, are laboring, and 
apnear to be striving together for 
the faith of the gospel. There is 
a glorious field opening in that 
country for fauhful laborers. 


~~ - =e 
eens 


For the Christian Herald. 


“ FoR THIS THY BROTHER Wag 
DEAD AND IS ALIVE AGAIN, 
WAS LOST AND IS FOUND.” 


THIS is from the hand of an 
unworthy brother, formerly of 
Hillsborough, N. H. who receiv. 
ed ordination, in Hardwick, Ver- 
mont, and lived for sometime, hav- 
ing his fellowship with the Father 
and Son, living preaching and re- 
joicing with the Christian Breth- 
ren ; but, alas! afterwards depart- 
ed from the faith orce delivered 
to the saints, and was labored with 


. 
aranerisnre tn il abe TT awe untae 


mies Siete ww ccee ateee> a etdeleees 
visited by Elders Putnam and 
Rami, found to be among the 
number who deny the Lord that 
bought them, and they reported 
him a3 such, through the medium 
of the Herald ; which report I ac- 
knowledge was correct. I there- 
fore feel bound in duty to confess 
before God, and the Lord Jesus 
Christ, to all his children, and also 
to the world, that there is no 
peace to the wicked, especially to 
the departing son. But it has 
been the cause of sore gricf to 
my heart, when coming to myself 
to behold the reproach I had 
brought on the cause of God, and 
grieved the hearts of his children, 
and also, strengthened the hands of 
sinners ; for which cause, I think 
I can say in the language of Jonah, 
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you some thiormation respectluy 


cur reigrous = situation. ihe 


Cir tran Brethren are vel erally 
united, and there is a good degree 
of over ess among us, both in pripe 
ciple and practice 3 and where tlits 
8 not eaactiy the crse, difference 
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LOU tits ough 
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of valuing inf 
observations which tend to 
trate and ¢ borate these 
ments. J no where 

Jews unwilling to converse 
me on the sul 1 Ct of Chr istial Hity. 
] distributed about seventy COPHICS 
ofthe Hebrew Testament, avong 


. . 
rmMalion and 
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aa 


‘¢ t. 
‘OFT State- 


found the 


with 


them, which were always weil re 
v2 3 Fda 7 3" ee: ey eerie 
ceived. I repeatedly enteved then 
4 } } e 
synagovues aid schools. and with 
d « < 


the utmecst 
,. ’ 
rhe ry 
gued tne 
tnem and 


possible { eedom, are 
points at issue between 
us; and I never found 
the smallest interrustion, but on 
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tie coatrary a yrea 
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. 
nation ¢: 


of the Uebre Ww and the 
Police master cf Wilua told me, 
that since the publication of the 
memorable Ukuase, granting per. 
mission to the Jews to join which. 
Chris communion they 
choose, he had been present at ihe 
haptism of about 50 Jews into the 
Catholic church, 
town ta Polk 


ever tian 


is there a 
cl} na, where frequent ine 
entering Christian 
commiuntons, are not to be met 
with, But what I have already 
stated. plainly proves that there 1s 
a favorable change of sentiments in 
fthe Polish Jews towards 
ron of Christ, and urgent- 
upon those who long for 
the pipes of the ancient peo. 


Nor 


C . 
stances of Jews 


many 
the relig 
1 +} - 
4Y Caiid 
ple of Gad, fo use means for furnish- 
with correct kwowledge of 
ibe gespel of salvotion. 
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SOCIETY 


fre ‘MM. mn 'y Extracts of Cor- 
pan ndence of the British and 
P n Bivie Society.”’ 

Paris, Jun. 5, 1819. 
Bible Sociee 
been formed at Paris, 
ention of disseminate 
ing, either at a low price. o gra- 
iaaiaale. th 
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: 
without mote 


FRANCE, 


W ith the in! 


e Holy Scriptures, 
orcomment, and in 
the versious received by the protes- 
tant commuious. 

baer: west step of its founders, 

as to ete from gorernment the 

authority to assemble a order, to 
give themselves up umtedly to rie 
) 


labors required iby the religious ead 
’ 


which they Props x0se. “This author- 
hy bas Deen rra nted them in a let- 
+o f m 2 Ec Wo Mi » : 
ta i om nis xCel le ency the ih j 4S 


ver of the venen 
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police, dated, 
October 9, | a e% 
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From J. P. Haggman, Chaplain to 
the Sweedish Fleet, and Minister 
of the Parish of Shipsholm. 

Stockholm, March 4, 1818. 
DURING the period of two 


years, 313 families have been sup- 

lied with the Holy Scriptures, of 
which they had before’ been destt- 
tute; and Ican assure you, that 
many of them received this valuable 
book from my hands with abun- 


dant tears of gratitude ; kissed the - 


Bidle, aed raising it up with both 
hands towards heaven, poured 
forth their most lively thanks to 
God, tor having favored them at 
last with the long desired treasure. 
A widow seemed all astonishment 
that,in her present lonely situation, 
and great poverty, she could call 
that her own, which she, and her 
late husband together, could never 
fiod sufficient means of obtaining 
Ta the fullness of her heart, she 
loudly exclaimed s—«* The “AI. 
mighty has now seen how his 
word, bedewed as it was, with my 
tears, has always been my best 
consolation and refuge.” 


RUSSIA, 
THE Russian Bible Society, 


fostered by the patronage of the 
Eniperor Alexander, is pursuing 
1s course of usetu'ness with an en- 
ergy and success that are alike 
surprising and gratifying, Of its 
eficiency in the prosecution of its 
object, some judgment mav be 
formed by the interesting facts, 
‘that within four years after its 
establishment, the Society iad et- 
ther publisned, or was eugaged ta 
publishing, not fewer than forty- 
three editions of the sacred scrip- 
tures, In seventeen different lan- 
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gvages ; forming.a grand total of 
196,000 copies-—that the issue of 
Bibles and Pestaments in the fourth 
year fell little short of what had 
taken place in the three preceding 
years, while the increase of the 
funds had been in an equal pro- 
portion 3 and. moreover, that pre- 
parations were making, at the 
close of that yeer, for stereotyping: 
the Seriptures in five drfferent lan- 
guages 3 versions were going fore 
ward into the common Russian, 
Tartar and Carelian languages ¢ 


and measures were adopting for, 


procuring translations into the 
Turkish, Armenian, and Burrat 
Monyolian.”? The usefulness ofa 
Society thus characterized by en- 
ergy and enterprize cannot fai) to 
be highly estimated, whether we 
look at the vast population of 
the Russian Empire, or her pres 
sent political influence among the 
nations of Europe. 


* wie El 
— 


—_— 


A CROWN. 


A Frewncu officer. who was a” 


prisoner upon his parole at Rea- 
ding, met with a Bible ; he read it 
aod was so struck with its con- 
tents, that he was convinced of the 
folly of sceptical principles, and of 
the truth of Christianity, aud ree 
colved to hecome a Protestavt —~ 
When his gay associates rallied 
him for taking so serious a turd, 
he said in his vindication, ** I have 
cone no more than my ols school- 
fellow Bernadotte, who 1s become 
a Lutheran.’? ‘* Yes but he be- 
came eQ,”’ said his assoc lates, “tO 
obtaina crown’? ‘ My motivé,’”” 
said the Christian officer, **is the 
same; we ouly differ as to piace, 
The objcct of Bernadotte ts to obtaim a 
crown iu) weeden —mirne to obtain e 
crown in Heaven.’—Loa. pup, 
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were very serious dititculties 10 the 
Sounties 1D birch hut in 4A |g] 
oe eaurch 3; but in “lpr they were 


IN four adjoining Ce 
Massachusetts, from fifteen hun. 
dred to two thousand persous are 

i 


}, ; ——— a br oi ba 
Have peen savingy 
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supposed to 


renewed by the Holy Spirtt, the 
past year and the work 1s stil go- 
ing onin many places. Ii; Green- 
field, we are 1uformed, the revival 


— - 


still continues. aud was never more 
animating than at the present time. 
In a letter to the Editor, from 
Westfield, July 17, our corres- 
pondeut observes, 
rz A 

going on in this town for six 
mouths past; eighty have been 
added _ to the Congregational 
Church in 
them on the first Sabbath in this 
month; many more it 1s hoped, 
have passed from death unto life, 
and will eventually come out on 
the Lord’s side.”’ 


glorious work hes been 


Ina letter from L. Thomson, 
of Southold, N. Y. he states: 

‘s]T have 
from Chelsea, Vermont, uoder date 
cf July Ist, that a general and 
most puageot work of the Holy 
Ghost is in that Pha 
are thirty hopeful converts 3 per- 
haps more than three times that 
number under conviction, and ma- 
ny of them very deeply. ‘This re- 
vival commenced tn Anil last, and 


received luformation 


yy 
‘ 


town. 


a") 


Is still increasing, he 
free from any disorder. but convic- 
tions are long and punrent ; and 
every pang of the di-tressed soul 
the agoniziag 


is responded by 


1 { 
prayer of God 3 peopie. My friend 


this place: sixty of 


work 18_ 


brought to a general and public 


confession. i ney then began to 


van #nc sinners t 
awaken, alia Sinhers oO panto trem. 
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from a correspondent at 
tr t ; 
NeEHTUCKY, dated Ju y 


é 4 


froma far 


1, 1819. is 


Oig 


country, 


} »} c = 
‘“[n the southern mart or this 
al : te Be res 
Otate, there 1s a revival of relipion, 
ie i. ee Po 
CXITE€ it! rurougn roe CONNIES of 
11} CRF 5 a aS TF 
Atlen, Warren, Logan, aud Barrin. 
¢ 2) : ay fo s 
About 100 in Russelville, from 
pH : rh o Pe, pow AE Y : 
Ot) to 100 it Bolin sTCCE. some 
as atts oP 
hundreds in the netyhborhood of 
' , * . ’ ty 
the e places, and in Scottville and 


vj j 


riaszow, have been added to the 
churches. 

The * American Baptist Mag- 
azine,’ for July contains accounts 
of Revivals m several places. A 
letter from T. Marshall, Belcher- 
town, states that during the at- 
tention there, fifty-six have been 
added to the church - eloht others 
are candidates for baptism, and 


| come fure 


more are expectea to 
ward to thar ordtpance. 

Another letter. from L. Flow- 
ard states, that in Windser, Vt. 


nineteen have peen baptiz dd *1.Ce 
Oct. 23, 1818; that mm ° 
N. 1 eighty hopeful 

' ee Ps St j ae $2 
converts nave jomed the % 
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church ; that in Newport, N. H. 
between 80 and 90 have been bap- 
tized, and more are expected to 
come to the ordinance soon. Of 
these, three men and their wives 
were all between 60 and 70 years 
of age. And that a_ powerful 
work commenced in Cornish, in 
the latter part of the past winter, 
which continues and grows. 

A lecter from S. Churchill, dat- 
ed Elizabethtown, N. Y.- states, 
that intwo years he has baptized 
about three hundred. 

A letter from J. Phillips, of 
Eidridye, Ohio, states, that since 
March, 1818, the Baptist Church 
has been formed, and increased to 
between 40 and 50 members ; that 
other Baptist Churches have arisen 
up nearly as large within the same 
time ; that the wilderness is be- 
coming a fruitful field, and that 
‘‘there is a great need of preach. 
era,’’ 

Another letter, from J. M’ Abov. 


of Parkersburg, Virginia, states, 
that four Churches have been form- 
ed in that vicinity since 1815, when 
there was no church at all; that 
they have increased to 100 mem- 
bers, and are ina growing State ; 

‘“‘ preachers are scarce,’’ and there 

is much encouragement to labor, 

from the anxiety of some on the 
question, ** what shall I do to be 
saved,” and from the happineas of 
others who are rejoicing ia a good 
hope through grace. 

— 

Extract of a letter from Elder William 
Blaisdell, to the Editor of the @bristian 
Herald, dated, Guilford, Aug. 16, 1819. 

THE refreshing and interesting 
matter, or tidings which is communi- 
cated through your useful Herald, from 


our friends and brethren, in different 
seclions of our country, of the increase 
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of Christ’s kingdom, the spread of his 
gospel, and of his g'orious work amoug 
the sons of men, aff rds us a degree 
of p'easure and satisfaciion. Perhaps 
it will be no less pleasing and interest- 
ing totbem to hear from us ia this 
region ; fur as cold water to a thirsty 
soul so. is good news from a far coun- 
try. therefore with this in view, I pro 
ceed to give the following intelligence. 
At present, in this town, we have 
nothing special. Within about two 
years past, we have had a general re- 
vival of religion throughthetown A 
number of the brethren have been 
laboring for the ancient order of things 
to be revived and established here,— 
Iudeed there appears to be quite a 
number who are striving to overcome 
by the blood of the Lamb and the 
word of their testimony. Union and 
harmony appears to be gaining ground; 
the Lord grant that it may prevail-till 
all shall be assimilated into one spirit. 
Elder Richard Martin, an indefatiga~ 
ble and faithful servant of Jes u3, still 
continues his faithful and useful labors 
among the people in this place, as far 
as heaith and strength permits. At 
Meredith Bridge village, which is situs 
oe este in this town and Meredith, 
the prospect is still encouraging ; a 

number of late have witnessed their 
faith in Christ’s death and reanrrection 
by following his command down the 
banks, into the liquid stream, where 
they were buried with him in baptism. 
In general we have large and attentive 
collections of people in this place, who 
appear to be desirous to hear the word 
of life In Gilmanton, (the upper par- 
rish so called) the Lord has poured 
out his divine spirit and revived his 
work, of late. A number have found 
peace in believing and joy inthe Holy 
Ghost. Elders Peter Clark, and John 
Knowles, have been particularly useful 
in preaching Christ to the people. Ia 
Sandbornton, I am informed, the work 
of the Lord jt» increasing among the 
people; a number of late have been 
baptized in this place. Elder John 
Crockett, Peter Young and Benjamin 
Calley, reside in this town aod their 
useful labors have been seen and ¢xpe- 
ticnced by many here. Elder Cheacy, 
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has baptized a number, the summer 
past in Meredith, May the Lord in 
crease the glorious work of reforma- 
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tion, till the strong and permanent 
kingdom which Daniei had a view of 
shall fill the whole earth. 





INCITEMENT TO €ANDOR. 


‘THE advantages of a candid 
mind are of great utility to its 
possessors. ‘Whe longer I live’? 
said the sagacious Dr. Franklin, 
‘(the greater are my fears lest I 
should be in the wrong, and the 
more ready am I to hear what oth- 
ers have to say.’? Candor increas- 
es with kuowledge. ‘Those who 
hastily decide by looking at only 
one side of the question, are some- 
times unreasonably severe towards 
those who may differ from them.”’ 

The above observation of Dr. 
Frankiin is strikingly exemplified 
by the following incident, which I 
recollect to have read when quite 
young. 

‘* As two persons of distinction 
were riding up a hill in contrary 
directions, coming near to each 
other, towards the top of the hill, 
one of them accosted the other, 
(at the same time pointing to a 
statue of Minerva, which stood 
on the summit,) by observicg, 
‘swhat a beautiful golden statue” 
no retorted the other, it is silver ; 
upon which a dispute arose, and 
being armed, a contest ensued, 
which terminated in bringing them 
both wounded and nearly lifeless 
to the ground ; where laying till 
help was afforded them by others 
who had travelled that way before, 
they were isformed that if they 
had taken the trouble to have 
looked on both sides they would 
have seen that neither of them 


was right, for the statue was com. 
posed of neither goid ror silver, 
exclusively, but cf both materials, 
the side lookiug towards the east 
beiry of gold, and the side tuwards 
the west of silver.” 


= 


ON PLAYING CARDS. 

-Mr. Dod, an eminent minister, 
being solicited to play at cards, 
arose from his seat and uncovered 
his head. ‘Fhe company asked 
him what he was going to do. 
He replied ** To crave God’s bles- 
sing.”? They immediately exclaim- 
ed, ** We never ask a blessing oa 
such an occasion.” ‘* Then,” said 
he, I never engage in any thing, 
but what I can beg of God to 
give his blessing.” 





eee 


DR. GUISE, 

Dr. G. lost his eyesight in the 
pulpit during the prayer before 
sermon ; and was thereby iucapa- 
citated from making use of his 
notes. After service as he was 
led out, bitterly bewailing his loss, 
a good old lady overhearing him, 
cried, ‘* God be praised, your sight 
is gone! [ never heard you preach 
such a sermon in my fife. I wish 
the Lord bad taken it away twenty 
years ago!” ‘l'hus the Lord of- 
ten makes the deprivation of our 
personal comforts advantageous to 
our fellow christians. 
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Written with reference to the objects of 
the Peace Society. 


Now strike the loudest note of praise ; 
See the visions of our days } 

Opening to our eager view, 

Scencs our fathers never knew 4 
Prospects of millennial bliss ; 
Universal happiness ! | 


Fast the period hastens on, 

The time by bards and prophets sung, 
When wars shall. cease,from sea to sea, 
With all their crimes and misery ; 
And ali the heaven-born arts of peace, 
Shall find a large and sweet increase : 
When every human breast below, 
Shall with fraternal feelings glow ; 
And but one strife with men be found, 
Who with pure love shall most abound 


©! speed thy days—fly faster, Time, 
Why longer stay thy wheels ? 

Unfold the propHecies sublime, 
And break the mystic seaLs. 





From the Albany Register. 


ALPHABETICAL ACROSTIC. 


THE NEW JERUSALEM DE- 
SCENDING. 
ARISE my soul, on wings of faith, 
Bid meaner things adieu ; 
Come and survey the happy gates, 
Divine, celestial view ! 
Ever earth’s foundations deep were 
laid, 

From God its order came ; 
Genius divine, in her cisplay’d, 
High on the mount of fame. 
In mercy’s chariot, lo, she comes! 
Joy to the werld below ! 
King Jesus smiles while he descends, 
Long favors to bestow, 
Mine eyes behold with rapturous joy, 
New beauties fast unfold : 
Ona wings of lightning cherubs fly, 
Perfection to behold ! 
Queen of the skies, celestial fair, 
Resumes the sparkling crown ; 
Sympbonious songsters joyous bear 


Their highest honors down ! 

Unequali’d pearls compose her gates; 

Vasi streets are pav’d with gold 3 

Wisdom with her attendants waits 

Xangtia* to behold, 

Yon yaulted heaven shall burst im 

twain ! 

Zenith expund her scene ! 

& Zion’s long expecied day 
Welcome her matchless King ! 





*Xangtia (among the Chinese) is the 
Supreme Governor of heaven and 
earth ; they have no other word for 
God.— Bailey’: Dictionary, 


 ARISE—SHINE ! FOR THY LIONT 
Ys come!” 


HARK ! ’tis the prophet of the skies, 
Proclaims Redemption near ; 

The night of death, and bondage flies, 
The dawning streaks appear ! 


Zion from deepest shades of gloom, 
Awakes to glorious day ; 

Ker desert wastes, with verdure bloom 
Her shadows fice away ! 


To heal her wounds her night dispel, 
The Heralds* cross the main, 

On Calvary’s awful brow they tell, 
That Jesus lives again ! 


From Salen.’s towers, the Islam sign, 
With holy zeal is burl’d - 

Tis there, Immanuel’s symbo)s shine, 
His banner is unfuri’d ! 


The gladdening news eonvey‘d afar, 
Remotest nations hear ; 

To welcome Judah’s rising star, 
The ransom’d tribes appear ! 


Again in Bethlehem ewells the song, 
The choral breaks again ; 
While Jordan’s shore, the strains pro- 
long, 
“ Good will—and peace to men !” 





© Missionaries to Palestine 
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SELECTION OF 
a PSALMS, HYMNS AND 
SPIRITUAL SONGS, 


IUST published, a Choice Se- 
lection of Psalms, Hymns, and Spirit- 
as " ual Songs ; and for sale, by the 
hundred, duzen. or single, by John 
. Mackenzie, of Woodstock, Benja- 
ab aie min Putnam, of Bethel, and Chris- 
i | topher Wm Martin, (allin Ve.) 
ae 3 < Tn relation to the above, it may 
be said, that the compilers did 
not precipitately undertake the 
work; but having Jong expert. 
enced the want of a suitable Hymna 
Book, and having been often ie- 
guested by individuals, to compile 
one, they at length, after receiving 
4 the approbaticn of the Elders and 
eae brethren, assembled in General 
: meeting ; attempted it, under the 
expectation that the work would 
receive the patronage of, at least 
their Christian brethren, if upon 
examination it should be found 
worthy. They tow solicit the 
attention of thetr brethren, so far 
at least as to render them capable 
of judging of its merits, and if, on 
examination they find it suitable, 
they would introduce it into their 
public assemblies and more private 


A CHOICE 
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circles. ‘The Book, contains 600 
pages, printed on good paper, de- 
te cently bound and lettered, and is 
aa ae offered at 46 cents by the hundred, 
ae 51 cents by the dozen, or 63 cents 
“J . single. 

i} ORDINATIONS, 
: ft bie Orxpainep.—In Hartwick, Ot- 
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sego county, N. Y. on the 9th of 
June last, brother Ira Marshall, 
was ordained to the work of the 
| Ministry ; the following Elders 
| being present, viz. William Cum. 
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mings, Willet Stillman, John J. 
Peavey, Samuel P. Allen, Freder. 
ick Cogswell and William Holi. 
bert. A large concourse of people 
attended onthe occasion. J, J. 
Peavey, spoke in the morning to 
an attentive and solemn assembly ; 
and Wm. Cummings in the after. 
noon; after which, the ordination 
took place, which was solemn and 
affecting. 

Orpained.—In Charleston, 
Montgomery county, N.Y onthe 
2d of June, brother John Spore, 
was Ordained, by the laying on of 
hands, &c. by Elders Jonathan S. 
Thompson, Jabez King and John 
Ross. Elder Jabez King, preached 
cn the occasion, from Jonah ii 9; 
after which the Communion of the 
Lord’s Supper and Baptism wae 
attended to ; the scene was glo. 
rious, 


ornare 


NOTICE. 

THE numbers of the second 
volume of the Christian Herald, 
will be issued every six weeks ; 
this arrangement will meet the 
wishes of many, and it Is presumed 
it will be disapproved by none, as 
itembraces many advantages, and 
does not infringe en the established 
price of the volume. 


——— —— 


THOSE subscribers who may 
have numbers missing in the Ist 
volume may he supplied. 





LireraARY-—A new periodical work 
is commenced in Andover, N H. pubs 
Ished by Ebenezer Chase. It is desiga- 
edto “give a general statement of the 
reports of the several Quarterly and 
Yearly Meetings of the Freewill Bap- 
tist Society, in New Hampshire, Ver- 
mont, and the district of Maine ; als@ 
such religious information as cap be 
obtained that will be thought refresk- 
ing to the friends ef Zior.” 
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